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OAI-PMH

! Open Archive Inititative (Protocol for Metadata 
Harvesting)

Origin of OAI
! Herbert van de Sompel: The Santa Fe Convention of the Open 

Archives Initiative.
in D-Lib Magazine, February 2000, Volume 6 Number 2 
http://www.dlib.org/dlib/february00/vandesompel-
oai/02vandesompel-oai.html
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The basis of OAI-PMH

! OAI concepts
– Data Provider
– Service Provider

! OAI technologies
– HTTP
– XML
– Unqualified Dublin Core for metadata
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The Static Repository / Static 
Repository Gateway model

! The OAI-PMH Static Repository and Static Repository Gateway -
Patrick Hochstenbach, Henry Jerez, Herbert Van de Sompel 
http://lib-www.lanl.gov/~herbertv/papers/jcdl2003-submitted-
draft.pdf

..now an OAI guideline
! Implementation Guidelines for the Open Archives Initiative Protocol for 

Metadata Harvesting –

Specification for an OAI Static Repository and an OAI Static 
Repository Gateway
Protocol Version 2.0 of 2002-06-14
Document Version 2004/04/23T15:17:00Z
http://www.openarchives.org/OAI/2.0/guidelines-static-repository.htm
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OAISis – Block diagram
Access
database

Metadata and PDF
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Service provider: OAIster

OAIster is a project of the University of 
Michigan Digital Library Production Service. Their 
goal is to create a collection of freely available, 
previously difficult-to-access, academically-
oriented digital resources that are easily 
searchable by anyone.
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Future targets

! Parameterisation of software 
! Development of a proprietary gateway
! Open up an OAI gateway for static 

repository of cultural heritage institutions
! Sharing our experience with other OAI 

implementers
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A very new approach……
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