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Open source for distance learning:
GARR joins the iorestoacasa.work initiative

GARR makes available free web conference resources that will particularly help schools in
providing distance learning.

The initiative is called jorestoacasa.work (literally Istayathome.work) and was launched by a team of
developers from the city of Fabriano with the aim to offer a free and open source solution to those who
need to videoconference in these quarantine days caused by the coronavirus emergency.

GARR is among the first organisations to enthusiastically join the initiative by making available
its own server: open.meet.garr.it. Thanks to this act of digital solidarity, a larger number of
people will be able to benefit of this platform.

The project is based on Jitsi Meet, an open source system that allows users to make video calls
quickly and in an intuitive manner, simply by opening a link on a browser, with no need for
specific apps or registrations, thanks to the potential of the WebRTC protocol.

"GARR already provides videoconferencing services that are available for the research and
education community", says Massimo Carboni, GARR CTO, "by joining this project we intend
to expand the audience of users, focusing in particular on schools, that currently have fewer
resources. In this way we can offer an easy-to-use solution with a normal domestic Internet
connection”.

The initiative, which has just been launched, will also be an important test bench to understand the
number of requests and consider to increase the resources available if necessary. In fact, the project is
based on a collaborative approach where multiple organisations can participate by sharing their own
servers. Among the members of GARR community, the Italian National Research Council (CNR) has

already joined with the resources of the Institute of Methodologies for Environmental Analysis (IMAA).

With regards to the video conferencing services, GARR has been working and experimenting with new
solutions since before the emergency, with the aim to enrich the proposals for its user community. The
international collaboration with the European network GEANT for the eduMEET project also fits in this

direction. The eduMEET platform is a multi-videoconference system developed within the GEANT project.
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In order to support schools, the Up2U project, an international collaboration that sees GARR,
Sapienza University of Rome, GEANT and CERN among its partners, will make available the
OpenUP2U platform, a complete suite based on Moodle and open to all. The project, conceived
as a path to help schools in the use of digital, will make available to all education institutes for
free collaborative platforms for creating documents, file sharing and e-learning.

FOCUS

GARR

GARR is the ultra-broadband network dedicated to the Italian research and education community. Its main
objective is to provide high-performance connectivity and to develop innovative services for the daily activities of
researchers, professors and students as well as for international collaboration.

GARR network is designed and managed by Consortium GARR, a non-profit association founded under the
auspices of the Ministry of Education, University and Research. The founding members are CNR, ENEA, INFN e
CRUI Foundation, representing all Italian universities.

Further information: www garr it/en/
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