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Minimum Viable Skills
Skills and 

competencies for 

Data Stewards 

Target Audience
Entry level data stewards 

(broad enough curriculum to 

covering a broad definition of 

data stewardship but not too 

advanced or specialised).

Landscaping
Reviewed existing 

material and conducted 

gap analysis of existing 

curriculum.

DATA STEWARDS
Curriculum Design

Curriculum Design
Backwards design model: 

learning objectives, learning 

activities, instructor notes and 

suggested resources.

Consultations
Continuous consultations 

with Data Stewards and 

experts from across Europe 



Data stewards in Skills4EOSC

The project will directly support EOSC Partnership 
Specific Objective 1.2. Professional data stewards are 
available in research-performing organisations in Europe 
to support Open Science:
• KPI (2025) European curricula for data stewards are 

defined direct contribution done in WP2 and 4
• KPI (2027) All research done by EOSC Association 

members is supported by professional data stewards



Where did we start this… 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/hi/oa_pilot/h2020-hi-oa-data-mgt_en.pdf

Schipol Airport, November 2016

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/hi/oa_pilot/h2020-hi-oa-data-mgt_en.pdf


• FAIR guiding principles (March 2016):

… funding agencies (private and public) increasingly 
concerned with long-term data stewardship; and a data 
science community mining, integrating and analysing new 
and existing data to advance discovery.

Where did we start this… 



Data stewards to make FAIR data happen

▪ FAIR principles widely promoted (FAIR happy term/acronym)

▪ Most European research institutions lack formally recognised Data Steward 
roles.
▪ FAIRsFAIR WP7: Data Stewardship Professional Competence Framework (Deliverable 

D7.3, 2021)

▪ OpenAIRE Data Steward Task Force (WG RDM) (2023)

▪ RDA IG. Professionalising Data Stewardship Career Tracks Survey Dataset (2023)

▪ Only less than 10% of EU institutions have data stewards (formally).

▪ Some front-runners: TUDelft, ETH Zürich, …

▪ Institutional gap that needs to be addressed if EOSC is to succeed.



Data stewards to make FAIR data happen



Data stewards to make 
FAIR data happen



Data stewards?

Generated with SORA.AI



Data stewards to make FAIR data happen

… Important role of Data Stewards and their “responsibilities 
towards the scientific community and the public to effectively 

manage data for reusability and reproducibility” but also towards 
the “legitimate interests of other affected stakeholders, for 

instance, data subjects or vulnerable groups”. In a context where 
both research and the private sector are increasingly “data 
hungry” […] the professional satisfaction and status of the 

individuals that are in charge of sharing and depositing data is 
crucial. This will ensure their ability to safeguard, respect and 

consider all stakeholders' rights and legitimate interests.

“What is data stewardship? Towards a comprehensive understanding” 
(Wendelborn et al. 2023)



Data stewards: Job offers (Spain)

https://www.linkedin.com/jobs/search/?currentJobId=4248096735&geoId=105646813&keywords=data%20steward&origin=JOB_SEARCH_PAGE_SEARCH_BUTTON&originalSubdomain=fr&refresh=true


Data stewards: Job offers (Netherlands)

https://www.linkedin.com/jobs/search/?currentJobId=4234765861&geoId=102890719&keywords=data%20steward&origin=JOB_SEARCH_PAGE_SEARCH_BUTTON&originalSubdomain=fr&refresh=true


Data stewards: Job offers (France)

https://www.linkedin.com/jobs/search/?currentJobId=4148872456&geoId=105015875&keywords=data%20steward&origin=JOB_SEARCH_PAGE_SEARCH_BUTTON&originalSubdomain=fr&refresh=true


Data stewards: Job offers (Italy)

https://www.linkedin.com/jobs/search/?currentJobId=4125945897&geoId=103350119&keywords=data%20steward&origin=JOB_SEARCH_PAGE_SEARCH_BUTTON&originalSubdomain=fr&refresh=true


Data stewards: Job offers (UK)

https://www.linkedin.com/jobs/search/?currentJobId=4245795780&geoId=101165590&keywords=data%20steward&origin=JOB_SEARCH_PAGE_SEARCH_BUTTON&originalSubdomain=fr&refresh=true&start=25


Made with 
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DATA STEWARDS CURRICULUM



emendez@bib.uc3m.es
@evamen
https://opensciencelab.uc3m.es

Thank you!!!

mailto:emendez@bib.uc3m.es
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